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strong mentor, and I have always been
appreciative of the sound advice and
concrete suggestions he offered to me.

He offered all of us a model of what
a Senator should be. He stuck to prin-
ciples, never afraid to take on the pow-
ers that be. He fought hard for what he
believed in, but he bore no grudges. Ed-
mund Muskie believed, as I do, that
programs must deliver what they
promise.

He made change his ally, and was
never wedded to the past. If what we
had been doing wasn’t working, he
fought to fix it. And he sought always
to build consensus, to serve as a voice
of moderation and practicality—in
keeping with his New England roots.

I was proud to be a national co-chair
of his campaign for the Presidency in
1972. It still strikes me as a great injus-
tice that this good and decent man
never had the opportunity to hold the
highest office in the land. What a won-
derful President he would have been.

Although he never realized his dream
of becoming President, his contribu-
tions to our Nation were immense.

Edmund Muskie deserves the thanks
of all Americans for his decades of pub-
lic service. All of us who cherish our
wilderness areas owe him a debt of
gratitude for his steadfast defense of
our environment as a distinguished
Senator for 21 years. He was the father
of the Clean Air Act and the Clean
Water Act. The air we breathe is clean-
er and the water we drink more pure
because of Senator Muskie’s dedication
to environmental protection.

Those of us who care about fiscal re-
sponsibility—about making sure that
America’s hardworking taxpayers get a
dollar’s worth of services for a dollar’s
worth of taxes—owe him thanks for his
stewardship of the Senate Budget Com-
mittee. As Chairman of the Commit-
tee, Senator Muskie fought to curb ex-
cessive Federal spending, while also en-
suring that the Government did not
turn its back on those seeking a help-
ing hand.

We owe him thanks for his service as
Secretary of State under President
Carter. He undertook that important
responsibility at a difficult and sen-
sitive time—while the President was
working to free American hostages
being held in Iran. And he fulfilled his
duties with honor and wisdom.

Those of us who are Democrats also
owe him a special debt. Virtually sin-
gle-handedly he revitalized a dormant
Democratic party in his beloved state
of Maine. He became Maine’s first
Democratic Governor in 20 years.

Without him, the Senate might never
had been honored by the service of our
former Majority Leader, George Mitch-
ell, and the United Nations might
never had benefitted from the enor-
mous contributions of Madeline
Albright. He mentored them both, pro-
viding them with some of their first ex-
periences in government.

Mr. President, America is a better
place because of the dedicated public
service over many decades of Edmund

S. Muskie. I thank him and honor him
for his service to our country.

My thoughts and prayers go out to
his wife, Jane, his children and the en-
tire Muskie family.
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THE PASSING OF WILLIAM
JENNINGS DYESS

Mr. HEFLIN. Mr. President, William
Jennings Dyess, a long-time Foreign
Service officer and State Department
official, passed away recently at his
home here in Washington. He was bur-
ied in his hometown of Troy, AL. An
alumnus of the University of Alabama,
where he received his B.A. and M.A. de-
grees and earned a Phi Beta Kappa key,
Bill Dyess served for 25 years in the
Foreign Service.

The University of Alabama National
Alumni Association recently an-
nounced that a scholarship endowment
had been established in his memory. I
ask unanimous consent that the text of
the announcement be printed in the
RECORD. It tells the story of a remark-
able public servant whose achieve-
ments in his field will long serve as
benchmarks for those who follow him
into diplomatic service.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

WILLIAM JENNINGS DYESS MEMORIAL
SCHOLARSHIP ENDOWMENT FUND

Adopted and raised by a local barber and
his wife, Tommie J. and Leota Mae Dyess,
Billy—as he was affectionately known to his
friends—started a ten-year career at The
Troy Messenger, at age nine. He began first
as a newspaper carrier and progressed
through the ranks, to sports editor, and fi-
nally, city editor. Educated in the public
schools of Troy, his senior year in 1947 he
edited the Troy High School newspaper,
which took five national honors.

Bill’s passion for journalism found him at
the University of Missouri, making Phi Eta
Sigma honors, but an out-of-state tuition in-
crease forced a return to his home state. En-
rolling at the University of Alabama to train
as a political scientist, he earned Phi Beta
Kappa honors and graduated with a B.A. in
1950 and an M.A. in 1951. Although poor eye-
sight precluded his playing football, Bill’s
time at the University fueled his love for the
sport. A Rotary International Scholarship,
awarded by the Troy Chapter, took him to
post-graduate work at Oxford University (St.
Catherine’s College). Later, he studied at
Syracuse University’s Maxwell School.

After college, Bill began a career that
would take him far away from his hometown
roots in Troy. One of his first stops would be
a tour with U.S. Army Intelligence in Berlin
from 1953–1956. In 1958, Bill left his Ph.D.
studies at Syracuse to enter the foreign serv-
ice of the U.S. Department of State. Serving
primarily as a political officer in Belgrade,
Copenhagen, and Moscow, and as chief of li-
aison in Berlin, he soon became a European
specialist. In Washington, DC, he served
tours as both the Czech and Soviet desk offi-
cer.

No matter where Bill was based, his
central mission was meeting the Soviet chal-
lenge confronting the United States and its
allies. He grappled with the Soviets mostly
over bilateral affairs, maritime matters, and
the status of a divided Berlin. Persona non
grata in Moscow, Foreign Minister Gromyko
attacked him by name before a group of U.S.

Senators; Moscow denied him a visa and they
seriously harassed him inside the Soviet
Union, claiming he was an intelligence
agent, which was false. Bill acknowledged,
‘‘Their real gripe was that as Soviet desk of-
ficer, I knew how to make life in Washington
difficult for the KGB, and I did.’’ In Novem-
ber 1974, Bill escorted Lithuanian-American
Seaman Simus Kudirka and his family to
freedom.

Bill left Soviet affairs in late 1975, ‘‘partly
in order to lift my nose from the US–USSR
bilateral grindstone and to see better the is-
sues worldwide,’’ he said. He then served as
Deputy Assistant Secretary for Public Af-
fairs, and in 1980, was appointed by President
Carter as Assistant Secretary of State and
later as interim spokesman. Drawing on his
Soviet expertise, Dyess delivered dozens of
talks before diverse audiences, using these
occasions not merely to present Department
views on such issues as nuclear deterrents,
the grain embargo, and SALT (Strategic
Arms Limitations Treaty) but also ‘‘to listen
closely to what American citizens where say-
ing. The State Department has learned that
any foreign policy that lacks broad public
support cannot be long sustained.’’

Over the years, Bill’s duties frequently
brought him into contact with the U.S. Con-
gress, where his work on inter-agency com-
mittees made him well-known in the execu-
tive levels of government. He received the
State Department’s Superior Honor Award
and Meritorious Honor Award. White House
contacts extended over several Republican
and Democratic administrations and in 1981,
President Reagan appointed Bill as Ambas-
sador to The Netherlands.

As Ambassador, Bill was responsible for
every phase of U.S-Dutch relations, includ-
ing military installations. He was credited
with persuading Dutch officials and Par-
liamentarians to reexamine their positions
on fulfilling NATO goals after the peace
movement’s protests stirred strong public
anti-American sentiment. Bill enjoyed
strong ties with the Dutch business commu-
nity, then the largest direct investor in the
U.S. from abroad. Before his retirement in
1983, The Netherlands awarded him the
Grand Cross in the Order of Orange-Nassau,
the highest decoration given to foreigners.

For Bill, retirement from government
service meant another exciting beginning as
he started his own consulting business,
WmDyess Associates, Inc., in Washington,
DC. Clients—he did not work for foreign gov-
ernments—were in publishing, manufactur-
ing, shipping and oil explorations.

Aside from running his own business, Bill
was able to devote much of his time to the
alumni activities of both Oxford University
and the University of Alabama. He was par-
ticularly active with his local Alabama
alumni chapter, the National Capital Chap-
ter, where he promoted scholarship fundrais-
ing events. Serving as honorary scholarship
chairman, on one such occasion, he orga-
nized a scholarship dinner for former Univer-
sity of Alabama President Dr. Frank Rose.
On another occasion, Bill brought in Pulitzer
Prize winner, Dr. Edward O. Wilson. Bill was
a generous contributor of his time and
money to the Alumni Associations’ efforts.

An avid college football fan, Bill was a
loyal supporter of the Alabama Crimson
Tide. He read a book a week and was devoted
to the subject of astrophysics. Bill was flu-
ent in German, Russian, and Serbo-Croatian.

After a long bout with prostate cancer, at
66, Bill passed away on January 6, 1996 at his
home in Washington, DC, and was buried
with full military honors at Green Hills
Cemetery in Troy, Alabama, next to his par-
ents. His son, Chandler, and his beloved Jack
Russell terrier, Pistol Ball, live in Washing-
ton, DC.
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In memory of Bill’s dedication to public

service, his friends, with his family’s sup-
port, have established a scholarship endow-
ment at the University of Alabama National
Alumni Association.

f

NEAL BERTE’S 20 YEARS AT
BIRMINGHAM-SOUTHERN COLLEGE

Mr. HEFLIN. Mr. President, Dr. Neal
R. Berte recently celebrated his 20th
year as president of my undergraduate
alma mater, Birmingham-Southern
College. He has been, and continues to
be, an outstanding spokesman, admin-
istrator, and scholarly leader of one of
the Nation’s very best liberal arts col-
leges.

A native of Ohio, Dr. Berte and his
wife, Anne, have four grown children
and two grandchildren. He obtained his
bachelor’s, master’s, and doctoral de-
grees all at the University of Cin-
cinnati. A member of Phi Beta Kappa
honor society, he also holds honorary
doctoral degrees from Birmingham-
Southern and Cincinnati. He served as
an associate professor at the Univer-
sity of Alabama from 1970 through 1974
and as the university’s vice president
for educational development from 1974
until 1976. He also served as dean of the
university’s New College from 1970
until 1976 when, on February 1, he be-
came president of Birmingham-South-
ern College.

Dr. Berte is recognized as one of the
most accomplished, successful edu-
cational professionals of our time.
Under his stewardship, Birmingham-
Southern’s endowment has increased
from $14 million to $82 million and its
student population, made up of some of
the brightest high school graduates in
the State and Nation, has more than
doubled. Acceptance of its graduates to
medical and law schools is among the
highest in the South and its outstand-
ing faculty has increased by 66 percent
during his tenure as president. He has
also overseen the construction of eight
new campus buildings.

The campus of Birmingham-South-
ern, known as The Hilltop, has an at-
mosphere of learning and of intellec-
tual achievement. This atmosphere is
reflected in the fact that the school is
consistently recognized as one of the
top national liberal arts colleges by
such prestigious publications as U.S
News and World Report, National Re-
view, Money Magazine, the Insider’s
Guide to the Colleges, Southern Maga-
zine, and the Princeton Review.

The National Review’s College Guide
has said, ‘‘An ambiance of gracious-
ness, a tradition of academic excel-
lence, and close student-faculty rela-
tions have made Birmingham-Southern
College one of the standout liberal arts
colleges in the South * * * ’’ U.S. News
calls it a ‘‘ * * * trailblazer for higher
education of the future.’’ These kinds
of accolades are a direct reflection of
the school president’s strong commit-
ment, total dedication, and superb
leadership skills.

Birmingham-Southern College’s
graduates of all ages speak often of the

deep pride and affection they have for
their alma mater. Indeed, the school
enjoys an uncommonly strong level of
support among its loyal and generous
alumni. Even those of us who were stu-
dents there long before Dr. Berte’s ar-
rival 20 years ago have enjoyed a re-
newed sense of pride in Birmingham-
Southern since he became president.

Birmingham-Southern does not have
a football program, but its basketball
team has won two National Associa-
tion of Intercollegiate Athletics
[NAIA] championships in the past 7
years, most recently in 1995. Its base-
ball team has advanced to the NAIA
World Series on three occasions.

Dr. Berte’s many honors and awards
include his induction into the Alabama
Academy of Honor; his selection as Bir-
mingham’s Citizen of the Year; his se-
lection as one of the 100 Most Effective
College Presidents by the Council for
Advancement and Support of Edu-
cation; and his recognition as one of
America’s Leaders in Higher Education
by the American Council on Education.

Birmingham’s morning newspaper,
the Post-Herald, carried a front-page
feature on his life and career on Feb-
ruary 6 and an editorial on his tenure
at Birmingham-Southern the next day.
I ask unanimous consent that the text
of these articles be printed in the
RECORD.

I want to commend and congratulate
Dr. Neal Berte for his impeccable lead-
ership, clear vision, and total dedica-
tion to the field of higher education in
general and to Birmingham-Southern
in particular. As a proud alumnus of
the college, I have no doubt that his
next 20 years there will be just as pro-
ductive and vibrant as his first. It
could not be in more capable hands.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
Record, as follows;

[From the Birmingham Post-Herald, Feb. 6,
1996]

BERTE LOOKS TO THE FUTURE AT BSC

(By Michaelle Chapman)

When you ask Neal R. Berte about his fu-
ture, expect him to talk about his goals for
Birmingham-Southern College.

Berte celebrated his 20th anniversary as
president there Thursday.

He has had plenty of opportunities to go
elsewhere but said, ‘‘I feel sort of content.’’

That’s not to say Berte has no goals for the
small liberal arts school he helped build into
one of the best of its kind in the nation.

But he really can’t envision a job offer
good enough to persuade him to leave the
Hilltop and the city he has come to call
home.

At 55, Berte is a slim and energetic man
who puts those in his company at ease with
his friendly but earnest manner.

While many college presidents confine
their interests to campus, Berte’s voice is
heard far beyond the gates of Birmingham-
Southern.

Berte is an example to his students, whom
he expects to get involved in the community.

He’s chairman of Leadership Birmingham
and the Birmingham Business Leadership
Group, made up of the chief executive offi-
cers of 45 of Birmingham’s largest busi-
nesses.

His past positions have included chairman
of the Birmingham Area Chamber of Com-
merce and campaign chairman and president
of the United Way of Central Alabama. He’s
also been Birmingham’s Citizen of the Year
and been inducted into the city’s Distin-
guished Gallery of Honor.

Birmingham-Southern students follow in
Berte’s footsteps in their amount of commu-
nity involvement. ‘‘Every year, over half of
our students and faculty are out in service to
others,’’ Berte said.

‘‘We’ve been here long enough that I’ve
seen them go out and make a difference in
terms of their careers but also make a dif-
ference as far as their civic involvements, in
the life of the communities where they live,
in the life of their churches.’’

Berte said he gets to know the names of
most students. ‘‘We work at trying to treat
each student as an individual. . . . I think
somehow knowing someone’s name does
make a difference, so I work at it,’’ he said.

Students who get up early to exercise can
find Berte in the college’s old gym at 6 a.m.
either running or doing weight training. He’s
in his office by about 8:15 a.m. and spends
many evenings at on-campus functions or
events around town.

Ed LaMonte, a Birmingham-Southern pro-
fessor who is on leave while serving as in-
terim superintendent of Birmingham
schools, said Berte is an excellent example of
leadership.

‘‘He has simply stepped forward time after
time to play a very important role in what is
in the best interest of the city. ... He has, on
occasions, played a role that has cost the
college a bit in terms of support but has
served the community well,’’ LaMonte said.

‘‘He’s the personification of the word ‘lead-
er,’ ’’ said Don Newton, president of the
Chamber of Commerce. ‘‘I have never seen
him tackle anything that he didn’t complete
the task.’’

Herbert A. Sklenar, chairman of the Bir-
mingham-Southern Board of Trustees, be-
lieves Berte’s involvement in the community
is part of the reason why the school is doing
so well.

‘‘He took an institution that had a great
tradition and history but was faltering some-
what and has turned it around and, by all
kinds of measurements, turned it into a suc-
cess,’’ Sklenar said.

Twenty years ago, Berte said, ‘‘There were
some large problems . . . that probably were
reflective of many colleges and universities
across the country. . . . We had a declining
enrollment. We were operating on a deficit
budget. I think it’s fair to say the general
public did not have a real positive attitude
about the value of liberal arts education.’’

But the trustees were committed, the fac-
ulty was outstanding and the students were
capable, he said.

Berte pulled all those forces together and
began improving the school, which had abut
827 students. Today, 1,562 students are en-
rolled at Birmingham-Southern.

Other things are changing at Birmingham-
Southern as well—much of it as part of the
Toward the 21st Century Campaign, a $64
million fundraising effort that began last
May. Pledges for $46 million have been re-
ceived so far.

Berte is proud that the endowment has
grown to $82.2 million from $14 million.

In the past few years, Birmingham-South-
ern has gotten considerable national recogni-
tion from magazines, publications and foun-
dations that rate colleges and universities.

‘‘That is good for Birmingham-Southern
. . . but I’d like to believe it also is good for
Birmingham and for Alabama,’’ Berte said.
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